
Page 1 of 2 

Livable South Downtown Progress Report 
October 27, 2006 

 
Over the past few months, staff has accomplished much to deliver on the goals for the 
Livable South Downtown Project.  Staff continues to meet with community organizations 
and individuals to refine our understanding of land use, housing and impacts of future 
growth on south downtown communities.  Progress on the Environmental Impact 
Statement is delayed due to resource complications.  However, we hope to get back on 
track by the end of the year.   
 
Economic Analysis, Bonus & Public Amenities Issue 
DPD staff and a small work group are examining housing issues.  The group has 
discussed preliminary economic development analysis completed by Greg Easton of 
Property Counselors.  Several models and development scenarios have been examined, 
and commercial and residential property developers have been asked to evaluate the 
assumptions that underlie our study.  Final data on the pro forma analysis work should be 
available by the end of 2006.  Discussion about public amenities and possible 
development bonuses can take place after the first of the year.   
 
Sustainability Initiatives 
The preliminary staff report identified twelve initiatives relating to sustainability. Staff is 
currently considering how the proposed green area factor can be applied to South 
Downtown. The green area factor concept is currently part of the Neighborhood Business 
District Strategy.  Seattle Public Utilities has undertaken a study of wastewater and 
drainage issues in South Downtown. A related green roof effort will study the structural 
suitability for retrofit of various building types and suggest optimal systems for them.  
Staff is also researching issues relating to disaster planning in the South Downtown area. 
 
Urban Design 
DPD contracted Nakano Associates to undertake two levels of work:  1) an area-wide 
public space study of Little Saigon, and 2) sustainable street designs that could be 
implemented incrementally in coordination with private development.  As part of the 
overall recommendations for the Livable South Downtown project, we will address street 
design and area-wide pedestrian connections, as well as view and building form issues.   
 
EIS Update 
Work is progressing on several elements of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS).  We are clarifying details of the alternatives, documenting existing conditions, and 
beginning the impact analysis.  We have gained a better understanding of the issues 
facing south downtown through our EIS work thus far.  We have also engaged other city 
departments in assessing utility/ public service issues and opportunities for achieving 
environmental sustainability goals.  Analysis of real estate, urban design, and 
environmental issues is also ongoing.  
 
A transportation consultant—The Transpo Group—has been selected to undertake the 
transportation and parking analysis.  However, resources are limited and the full scope of 
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their contract has not yet been established.  The consultants’ scope of work and timeline 
will influence when the Draft EIS is ready to publish in 2007.   
 
Advisory Group Schedule  
We anticipate that South Downtown advisors will meet on December 5 of this year.  
Possible topics for discussion include urban design and general project updates.  
Meetings in early 2007 will provide an opportunity to discuss our progress on economic 
analysis, public amenities, development rights transfer, bonus programs, and other 
findings of the EIS analysis.   
 
 


